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History of the Theatre 

 The actors started performing their plays in the courtyards of inns, or taverns, called 

«Inn-yards». There were no purpose built theaters until 1576 when the «Theater» was built. 

The Globe was built in 1599 using timber (planches, rondins...) from an earlier theatre, called The 

Theatre, which had been built by James Burbage, Richard Burbage's father, in Shoreditch town in 

1576. 

Plays were banned from London City Limits. Indeed many Londoners were strict Protestants - Puritans 

in fact, who abhorred the theatres and many of the people they attracted. Objections to the theaters 

escalated from the Church and the City of London Officials. Finally, in 1596, London's authorities were 

unwilling to ignore the growing complaints any longer and the public presentation of plays and all 

theaters within the City limits of London were banned. Tehn the «Theatre» falls and the Globe rises. 

The Globe was a new theater and the most famous actor was William Shakespeare who acted and 

wrote plays for the Globe theater. 

The Globe theater was built in 1599. It was opened in he South of London. 

It was destroyed by fire on 29 June 1613. 

The second Globe Theatre was built shortly after in 1614. 

In 1642 the Puritan Parliament issued an ordinance suppressing all stage plays. The Puritans demolish 

the Globe Theatre in 1644. 

A modern reconstruction of the Globe, named "Shakespeare's Globe", opened in 1997 approximately 

750 feet (230 m) from the site of the original theatre. 

 

Design and structure 

 In diameter, the Globe Theatre is up to 100 feet. The design of the Globe theater was based 

on the Roman Coliseum but built on a much smaller scale. We can observe n open arena design & 

structure. The designers believed that basing the look of the theatre on Classical Greek and Roman 

structures would give them an aura of respectability. 

The Pit, or yard, was the area located around the stage. There was no seating (the cheapest part of 

the Globe Theater and the audience had to stand). The stage structure projected halfway into the 

«yard» where the commoners (common people) paid 1 penny to stand to watch the play. 

There were additional balconies on the left and right of the «lord's rooms» which were called the 

«Gentlemen's rooms». These seats were for rich patrons of the Globe theater and the cost was 4 

pence for which cushioned seats were provided. 

Around the Globe theater were three tiers of roofed galleries. The galleries had rows of wooden 

seats, were accessed from a back corridor and had a roof offering shelter from inclement weather. 

The dimensions of the Globe stage cannot be specified. The stage was raised 5 feet from ground level 

and was 43 feet in width and 27 in length. The floor of the Stage was made of wood and sometimes 

covered with rushes. Trap doors in the stage floor would enable some special effects (with smoke...). 

At the rear of the Stage there was a roofed house-like structure supported by two large columns. 



These pillars supported a roof called the «Heavens». The «Heavens» served to create an area hidden 

from the audience. This area provided a place for actors to hide. A selection of ropes & rigging would 

allow for special effects, such as flying or dramatic entries. 

On the stage, there was a door from which the actors made their entrances. Above the door was the 

highly decorative screen. 

The stage wall (back stage) was covered by a curtain. The actors used this area to change their attire 

(that's why it was called the «Tiring House»). 

The «Hut» (above the «Tiring House») was a small house-like structure which was used as a covered 

storage space for the acting troupe. On the top of the globe was a white flag it would be raised when a 

play was on that day. 

 

 

The Motto 

The name of the Globe supposedly alludes to the Latin tag totus mundus agit histrionem, in turn 

derived from quod fere totus mundus exerceat histrionem—"because all the world plays the actor"—

from Petronius, which had wide circulation in England in the Burbages' time. Totus mundus agit 
histrionem was, according to this explanation, therefore adopted as the theatre's motto. It seems 

likely, however, that the link between the saying and the Globe was made only later, originating with 

the industrious early Shakespeare biographer William Oldys, who claimed as his source a private 

manuscript to which he once had access. This was repeated in good faith by his literary executor 

George Steevens, but the tale is now thought "suspicious". 
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Our photos...are coming soon!! 


